
Spring 2023 
ART 5900.726 Special Problems 
 
Instructor: Professor Jennifer Way  
Course location: Zoom and f2f  
Course meetings: weekly, as necessary 
Email Jennifer.Way@unt.edu 

 
 
FOCUS OF THE SPECIAL PROBLEMS 
 
To continue preparing for the MA Art History Colloquium and subsequent MA Art History 
Research Project, MA Art History student R Sigman will work with Dr. Way and her committee to 
explore and clearly define aspects of the art history research project proposal, culminating in a 
completed Research Project Proposal. 
 
It is expected that all work the student submits, she will revise and edit to a standard and state 
recognized as acceptable and satisfactory by the Chair of the student’s committee and Members 
of the student’s committee.  
 

DUE DATES LEARNING OBJECTIVES EVALUATION 

FALL 2022 Clarifying the topic—understand relevant existing scholarship—
dissertations, catalogs, books, articles, interviews, exhibitions—related 
to the research project topic. This scholarship may or may not include:  

• Art historical assessments of Nan Goldin’s work and its 
relationship to trauma 

• Relationships of contemporary photography and trauma  

• Historiography, exhibition history and critical reception for 
Goldin, Ballad of Sexual Dependency, 1996 

• Historiography of museums, exhibitions, and trauma regarding 
trauma as a dimension of work exhibited and/or trauma as an 
experience of museum visitors  

• Any additional elements of the topic 

 

JANUARY 17 
TUESDAY 

Draft of the Statement of Thesis—develop and articulate an art history 
question that contributes to existing research  

5 

JANUARY 17 
TUESDAY 

Draft for the project title that communicates and explains the project 
topic. Submit this to Dr Way.  

 

JANUARY 23 
MONDAY 

Following any revisions to the project title, submit the material to all 
members of the committee. 

 

FEBRUARY 3 
FRIDAY BY 5PM 
 
 

You are required to obtain committee approval for your topic and, once 
received from every member of your committee, submit your topic in 
an email to the entire Department of Art History faculty 

5 

mailto:Jennifer.Way@unt.edu


FEBRUARY 3 
FRIDAY 

Draft of the Statement of Problem—demonstrate the conceptual and 
historiographic building blocks in art history and, as relevant, in other 
areas of study, that relate to and anticipate or point towards the 
proposed project 

15 

FEBRUARY 17 
FRIDAY 

Draft of the Methodology—integrate relevant methodology as a 
component of the research project proposal. Understand the nature of, 
and clearly articulate what comprises the research activity that is 
proposed to answer the thesis question  

15 

FEBRUARY 27 
MONDAY 

Draft of the Introduction—introduce readers who know nothing about 
any elements of your project, to the project’s topic, key elements, and 
argument. Provide an indication of what about the project makes it 
compelling and timely. 

15 

MARCH 10 
FRIDAY 

Integrate all sections of the Research Project Proposal– Introduction, 
Statement of Problem, Statement of Thesis, Methodology, Bibliography 

20 

MARCH 20 
MONDAY BY 
5PM 

Student submission of final draft of prospectus to project committee 25 

MARCH 27 
MONDAY BY 
5PM 

Project committee notifies student re: Colloquium status  

APRIL 3 
MONDAY BY 
5PM 

Students participating in Colloquium circulate their written Research 
Project Proposal to all full-time art history faculty via email 

 

APRIL 13 
THURSDAY 8-
11am 

Colloquium 
 

 

 
STRUCTURE 
 
It is the responsibility of the student to contact the professor to schedule meetings, to meet as 
scheduled, and to submit work as indicated in this syllabus.  
 
RESOURCES 
 
The Art Collection [of books] is now located on the 3rd floor of the Willis Library. All art books 
of all art disciplines are together with the rest of the humanities in one library open 24/7. 
 

Research Help at CVAD Your UNT Art Reference Librarian is Rebecca Barham: (940) 565 - 4405, 
Rebecca.Barham@unt.edu. It is your responsibility to know how to use the UNT Libraries and access 
information relevant to your coursework. As early as possible during the semester, work with 
Rebecca to identify secondary and primary resources for your research paper project-- journal 
articles, exhibition and collection catalogs, auction records, books, encyclopedias, and databases. 
The earlier you begin, the more time you will have to digest what you learn and make choices in 
your process. 

mailto:Rebecca.Barham@unt.edu


Course Policies  

There is no extra credit work and no makeup work.  

Academic integrity expectations and consequences (UNT Policy 
06.003) http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.pdf (Links to an external site.) (Links to an 
external site.) (Links to an external site.) 

ADA accommodation statement (UNT Policy 16.001) 

“UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking 
accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may 
request accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided 
as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must 
obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member 
prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at 
disability.unt.edu." 

American Disabilities Act 

The College of Visual Arts and Design is committed to full academic access for all qualified students, 
including those with disabilities. In keeping with this commitment and to facilitate equality of 
educational access, faculty members in the College will make reasonable accommodations for 
qualified students with a disability, such as appropriate adjustments to the classroom environment 
and the teaching, testing, or learning methods when doing so does not fundamentally alter the 
course. If you have a disability, it is your responsibility to obtain verifying information from the Office 
of Disability Accommodation (ODA) and to inform me of your need for an accommodation. Requests 
for accommodation must be given to me no later than the first week of classes for students 
registered with the ODA as of the beginning of the current semester.  If you register with the ODA 
after the first week of classes, your accommodation requests will be considered after this deadline. 
Grades assigned before an accommodation is provided will not be changed. 

Information about how to obtain academic accommodations can be found in UNT Policy 18.1.14, 
at www.unt.edu/oda, and by visiting the ODA in Room 321 of the University Union. You also may call 
the ODA at 940.565.4323. Please email documentation to Apply.ODA@unt.edu or upload 
documentation via AIM Student Portal (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external site.). 

Assignment policy 

For all assignments, instructions are distributed prior to the due date. It is up to you to understand 
the assignment fully and seek assistance when needed. Please speak to the professor if you are 

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.pdf
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.pdf
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unclear about an assignment, or if you miss a deadline. No late work is accepted. Make up work is 
not available. 

Attendance -- COVID-19 impact on attendance (UNT Policy 06.039) 

Students are expected to attend class meetings regularly and to abide by the attendance policy 
established for the course, and two absences are permitted. It is important that you communicate 
with the professor and the instructional team prior to being absent so that you, the professor, and 
the instructional team can discuss and mitigate the impact of the absence on your attainment of 
course learning goals.  Please inform the professor and instructional team if you are unable to attend 
class meetings because you are ill, in mindfulness of the health and safety of everyone in our 
community. 

However, do not come to class if you feel ill or if you are sick. While attendance is expected as 
outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the health and safety of everyone in 
our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Please contact me if you are unable to 
attend class because you are ill, or unable to attend class due to COVID-19 including symptoms, 
potential exposure, pending or positive test results, or if you have been given specific instructions to 
isolate or quarantine from a health care provider or a local authority. It is important that you 
communicate with me prior to being absent so I may decide about accommodating your request to 
be excused from class. 

If you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external 
site.) please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 
or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider PRIOR to coming to campus. UNT requires you to 
contact the UNT COVID Hotline at 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take 
due to symptoms, pending or positive test results, or potential exposure. While attendance is an 
important part of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others in the community, is 
more important. 

 Campus Health and Safety 

Emergency: Dial 911 

UNT Police: 940-565-3000 

Denton Police: 940-349-8181 (non-emergency) 

Denton County Sheriff's Office: 940-349-1600 (non-emergency) 

Student Health and Wellness Center: 940-565-2333 

Counseling and Testing Services: 940-565-2741 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities 

The following statement reminds students of their rights and responsibilities within the academic 
community – “Each University of North Texas student is entitled to certain rights associated with 
higher education institutions.  See www.unt.edu/csrr (Links to an external site.) (Links to an external 
site.) (Links to an external site.) for further information.”  

Contesting a grade  

If you are not happy with your grade, or if you feel there has been an error or oversight, write up a 
clear, full explanation of what you feel is wrong. Also, provide clear, full evidence supporting your 
suggestion for a change of grade. This material is due no later than three days after you received the 
grade. It needs to be emailed directly to the professor as an attachment in Word. Before proceeding 
along this pathway, please share your concerns or questions with the professor. 

Course Risk Factor 

According to University Policy, this course is classified as a category one course. Students enrolled in 
this course will not be exposed to any significant hazards and are not likely to suffer any bodily injury. 
Students will be informed of any potential health hazards or potential bodily injury connected with 
the use of any materials and/or processes and will be instructed how to proceed without danger to 
themselves or others. 

 Evaluation for Assignments: 

  100 Point Scale Grade Letter Grade 

  97-100 A+ 

  93-96 A 

  90-92 A- 

  87-89 B+ 

  83-86 B 

  80-82 B- 

  77-79 C+ 

  73-76 C 

  70-72 C- 

  67-69 D+ 

  63-66 D 

  60-62 D- 

  53-59 F 

      

    

http://www.unt.edu/csrr
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Evaluation range for course grade   

100-90 A   

89-81 B   

79-70 C   

69-60 D   

59-0 F Fail   

Letters of recommendation  

To request a letter of recommendation, please contact me with a description of the opportunity and 
a current version of your resume including a list of art history courses with the grades you earned, 
along with your UNT gpa and your art history program gpa. Plan to schedule an appointment with me 
to discuss the opportunity. I require at least 30 days before a recommendation is due, to write a 
letter. 

Late policy 

Assignments are due when the syllabus says they are due, and when Canvas says they are due. No 
makeup assignments are offered. In general, late work is not permitted. That said, if you are having 
difficulties submitting your work due to illness, or injury, please reach out to the professor. 

NOTE:  Professor Way retains the right to change the syllabus with or without notice. 

  


